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Coláiste Mhuire is a school with excellent support 
structures in place, which lead to each student being 
able to grow and develop in a happy and relaxed 
atmosphere. We have a strict code of conduct which 
allows teachers and students to develop relationships 
of trust and respect in a learning and caring 
environment.

It is my hope that as you browse through this 
prospectus and visit us on our Open Evening, you 
will discover a vibrant school community, 
characterised by an atmosphere of warmth and 
vitality where our pupils are active, secure and most 
importantly happy during their time in Coláiste 
Mhuire.

Martin Gleeson  
Principal

Angela Conroy 
Deputy Principal

Our Mission
Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown is a modern second level school whose central purpose 
is the moral, spiritual, intellectual, social and personal development  of students in 
the context of delivering the curriculum prescribed by the Minister of Education 
and Skills in an atmosphere of care and concern.

Our Vision

Cuirim fearadh na fáilte romhaibh chuig Coláiste 
Mhuire, Baile Sheáin agus táim fíorbhuíoch daoibh 
gur roghnaigh sibh an scoil seo do bhúr bpáiste.
 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce you to 
Coláiste Mhuire, Johnstown and I am pleased that 
you are considering our school for your child. I hope 
this prospectus will provide you with an insight into 
all aspects of school life including the special 
qualities of our school and the outstanding all-round 
education we offer.

Our mission is to provide the highest educational 
standards and facilities which will enable our 
students to reach their full potential and prepare 
them to participate fully as good citizens in society.

All students receive an equal share of resources 
and a commitment to individual excellence,
ensuring a concentration on strengths rather than an 
emphasis on difficulties. Students are given the 
necessary opportunities and are encouraged to study 
for their examinations, which are required for entry 
into all Third Level Colleges and Institutes of 
Education. Some students whose aptitudes may be of 
a more practical nature and who may, by choice, wish 
to follow a specialised course of training are equally 
important, as are the pupils who experience learning 
difficulties and therefore require special tuition.

1

3

Welcome 

Why Choose 

To create a learning environment that is happy, safe, 
challenging & current so that all members of our 
school community can thrive. 
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Coláiste Mhuire is a growing school with an increaing 
enrolment and improving infrastructure. Our current 
enrolment is 600 students and we cater for students of 
all abilities with teachers committed to the pursuit of 
academic and vocational excellence for all who attend. 
Offering a wide range of subjects, students are 
supported in building on their strengths while develo-
ing new skills and abilities.  Coláiste Mhuire is also 
committed to the holistic development of each student. 
Recognising the unique and individual talents of all of 
our students, we provide a caring environment where 
students are encouraged to reach their full potential. In 
partnership with parents and the local community, 
Coláiste Mhuire strives to educate, support and 
prepare students for further education, adult life and 
the working world.

Following primary school visits, fifth and sixth class 
students are invited into our annual open day in Octo-
ber. This is followed by our annual open evening 
where parents get to familiarise themselves with all 
that Coláiste Mhuire has to offer. Admission to 
Coláiste Mhuire is a two stage process. Stage One is 
an Application form. At stage two the school will 
send out an enrolment form where further detail will 
be requested. 

Enrolment to Coláiste Mhuire is line with our Admis-
sion Policy which is available on our website 
www.colaistemhuirekk.ie 
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Why Choose Coláiste Mhuire Johnstown?

Applying to Coláiste Mhuire Johnstown 

Strong 
Pastrol Care

Why choose 
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Relationsip
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Why Choose 
Colaiste Mhuire

complimentary of the high standards of teaching and 
learning in Coláiste Mhuire. The key points from the 
report are as follows: 

Our Whole-School Evaluation carried out by 
inspectors from the Department of Education and 
Skills in May 2018 was extremely positive and 
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Whole School Evaluation
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Achievements: (From top, Left - Right)

Top Junior Certificate Results 2018, presented by 
Stephen Delaney past pupil & CEO of Q1 Scientifi;-
Junior Cycle Business Studies A G-rade receipients, 
Acknowledgement by WIT; 1st Year Monthly Tests, 
High Achievers; TY Photography Competition 
Winner, KPS; Engineering Student of the Year, 
presented by  Gleeson Steel; Overall Student of the 
Year, Joe Delaney Award, presented by Triona Del-
aney; BEBRAS National Finals, Maynooth Univer-
sity; 2nd Year Annual Awards, High Achievers;
Junior Certificate Results Day

Academic Achievements
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The Curriculum provides a comprehensive range of 
options for our students. All first year students will 
study the new specifications for the Junior Cycle 
Profile of Achievement (JCPA). The first year 
compulsory subjects include the following:
● English
● Irish
●Maths
● Science
● Business Studies
● History/Geography
● Computers
● CSPE
● SPHE
● PE
●Religious Education
We provide a taster programme for the first six weeks 
which enables students to discover special aptitudes 
and abilities they may have been unaware of before 
coming to us and to assist them in choosing their 
remaining subjects for Junior Certificate. 
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Junior Cycle - 3 Years

Subjects on offer at Junior Cycle

Core Subjects

Elective Subjects

Our Wellbeing programme aims to foster happy, 
confident, responsible and resilient students who feel 
connected to Colaiste Mhuire. The Wellbeing Units of 
Learning are offered in 1st year as rotating modules 
and include: 

● DIY 
● Problem-solving
● Budgeting
● Healthy Eating 
● Communication
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Key skills are embedded in the learning outcomes of 
every junior cycle subject and short course. Key skills 
help learners develop the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes to face the many challenges in today’s world.  
They also support students in learning how to learn 
and take responsibility for their own learning. The new 
JCPA facilitates a richer quality of reporting over the 
three years, where Classroom-Based Assessments and 
other areas of learning will be reported in 2nd and 3rd 
year.

The new JCPA affords a significant continuity of 
experience for each student as they make the transition 
from primary to post-primary school. The broad range 
of student learning experiences, from oral presenta-
tions to project work will be reflected in classwork, 
prescribed homework and assessment reporting. The 
JCPA provides greater choice of learning experiences 
in the curriculum and facilitates the development of 8 
Key Skills and 24 Statements of Learning.

6

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
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Coláiste Mhuire student’s progress from Junior Cycle 
to our optional Transition Year programme or straight 
into Senior Cycle. The programme of study followed 
in senior cycle is two years in duration. Most of our 
students take the Leaving Certificate (Established) 
which is the traditional terminal examination in 
post-primary education. It aims to provide learners 
with a broad, balanced education which provides our 
students with a wide range of career options. All 
subjects are offered at two levels, ordinary and higher. 
Irish and Mathematics are available at foundation 
level also. 
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Senior Cycle

Subjects on offer at Senior Cycle
Core Subjects

Elective Subjects

Non-Exam
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The Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) programme 
is a two year alternative Leaving Certificate 
available to students who wish to follow a practical 
or vocationally orientated programme. Students can 
apply for a place in our LCA class which offers an 
alternative route to their chosen career.  The 
Leaving Certificate Applied is  aimed at preparing 
students for adult and working life. It emphasises 
forms of achievement which the established 
Leaving Certificate has not recognised in the past. 
The programme helps prepare students for adult 
and working life while also recognising talents of 
all pupils. It promotes communication and decision 
making. It applies knowledge and skills to the 
solution of real problems. 

The underlying principle of the programme is the 
personal, social, vocational and educational 
development of students. Work experience is an 
integral part of the LCA curriculum, taking place 
for one day per week. 

The Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 
(LCVP) is a senior cycle programme designed to give 
a strong vocational dimension to the Leaving Certifi-
cate. The aim of the LCVP is to prepare students for 
adult life by ensuring they are educated in the widest 
sense possible. The programme gears students 
towards self-directed learning, being innovative and 
enterprising and acquiring attitudes and skills appro-
priate to the world of work. Students who are eligible 
to take the Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme follow the Leaving Certificate curricu-
lum as usual, in addition to two Link Modules - 
Preparation for the World of Work and Enterprise 
Education. 
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Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme

Leaving Certificate Applied
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Transition Year (TY) is a one-year programme 
available to all students who have completed their 
Junior Cycle education. Our motto for TY is ‘learning 
for life’. It is not compulsory to do TY in our school, 
but we have an extremely high uptake. TY provides a 
bridge for students to move from a state of 
dependence at junior level to a more independent and 
active role with regard to their education and their 
future.  Students who choose Transition Year develop 
new skills and discover personal strengths. The 
innovative TY programme shown below show cases 
our innovative and creative approach to planning a 
broad spectrum of experiential learning experiences 
for TY Students.  

 It has many advantages for the students: 

 

Forensic Science

Team Bonding

Life SkillsTransition Year Show

Transition Year
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A royal blue school jumper with grey trim at neck and 
cuffs. Jumper is “high-vee” neckline and has the 
school crest on the front. 
For girls: White long-sleeved “revere” blouse 
Grey knee-length school skirt with a fine royal blue 
stripe, with two inverted pleats front and back 
For boys: Shirt: White long-sleeved shirt Grey school 
trousers/straight leg/side pockets 
Plain black, brown or navy shoes, flat or with low 
heel. Knee-high plain grey socks/plain grey, black or 
navy tights only. 
PE dress code 
1. Green cotton/polycotton polo t-shirt will short 
sleeves, collar, button neck-fastening and official 
school crest. 
2. *Navy loose-fitting, full length tracksuit bottom 
[any brand]. The track suit has to be predominantly 
navy. The tracksuit bottom can be one of the students 
own choosing as long as it fits the description above. 
3. Cotton sock and runners 
 

students who may need extra help. Learning support 
and resource classes focus on developing key skills in 
all curriculum subjects. Supports for mainstream 
students with Learning Difficulties/Special 
Educational Needs include but are not limited to:  
● One-to-one teaching 
● Small group resource  
● Assistive technology (where applicable) 
● SNA support (where applicable) 

We recognise that some students may have particular 
needs or disabilities and we take specific action to 
support and encourage these students within a caring 
environment. Students are regularly monitored and the 
school uses every resource available in support of the 
students. The school also has a dedicated Autism 
Spectrum Disorder Unit which is currently being 
replaced by a state of the art facility and is due to open 
in the next school year. 

 

School Facilities
At Coláiste Mhuire we take pride in providing in 
excellent learning environment for our students. 
Fully equipped classrooms for each subject include 
specialist rooms for each of the following: 
● Art  
● Engineering 
● ICT 
● Home Economics 
● Material Technologh (Wood) 
● Materials Technology ( Metal) 
● Design and Communication Graphics 
● Languages 
● Music 

School Uniform
The school uniform is available from Paul’s 
Department Store Kilkenny. The official school jacket 
with school crest. [* New jacket being phased in from 
2019]  

Senior Prefect

A senior prefect system is now in place in Coláiste 
Mhuire, whereby some students act as mentors to first 
years and fulfil other duties in the school. Those 
chosen have demonstrated their leadership within the 
student body and have the qualities deemed necessary 
to undertake a leadership role within the school. 
Prefects carry out the following:
● Act as role models for younger students 
● Represent the student body 
● Represent the school externally 
● Assist in the maintenance of discipline within the    
school 
● Support and help staff 
● Carry out other important functions in the school 
when requested. 

Resource and Learning Support Classes 
We recognise that all students learn at a different 
pace, and gaps in learning can occur. Coláiste Mhuire 
offers resource and learning support classes for 

School Facilities & School Uniform

Student Supports
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Anti - Bullying
We believe that each student has the right to an 
education free from fear and intimidation. We want 
Coláiste Mhuire to be bully-free where all students 
feel safe and happy. In a proactive approach to 
address the issue of bullying and to educate and 
empower our students, the school has put in place a 
structure of communication involving management, 
year heads, class teachers and the school’s guidance 
counsellors. The effect of this is that there is a wide 
network of responsible adults available to talk to a 
student who is being bullied or who knows of a 
student being bullied. Our Anti-Bullying Policy is 
available on www.colaistemhuirekk.ie 
 
Homework Club
Homework Club was established to give help and 
support to students with their homework and give 
them a quiet space where they can engage with and 
complete their work. A qualified project worker and 
SNA work with the students giving them help where 
required. Students can attend Homework Club 
Monday to Thursday for 90 minutes after school.  

ICT
Information and Communication Technology is now 
an integral part of our personal and working lives. 
Colaiste Mhuire continues to invest in ICT as we 
believe digital and interactive technologies bring a 
new richness of resources to the classroom and to 
learning and teaching in general. 
Current ICT infrastructure available in Colaiste 
Mhuire Includes: 
● Four fully equipped computer rooms.  
● Data projectors in all rooms.  
● High Speed Internet and WiFi available 
throughout our school.  
● Regular access to teaching resources on the 
school’s internal network with additional resources 
being rolled out on the internet through the school 
website office 365 and One Note. 
●Digital Leaders Programme to lead staff training in 
ICT.  

● Coding is taught as a short course as part of the 
new Junior Certificate coding in action. 
● Partnership with local primary schools developing 
coding and ICT competencies. 

Book Rental Scheme
We have in place a book rental scheme for which 
there is an annual fee. The scheme reduces 
considerably the cost to parents of providing 
textbooks. Details of the scheme will be available 
before the school year commences. We use an online 
system through VSware to facilitate payments. 

Evening Study
Evening study is available to all students and takes 
place after school in a supervised environment 
allowing them to complete assignments, research 
projects and homework. 

Reports and Parent Teacher Meetings
Reports on each student’s progress are available 
online. This includes monthly and term reports and 
are available on our school’s portal system VSware. 
Parents are supplied with their own unique password 
and can be kept up to date with their child’s results 
timetable and attendance.  Formal meetings for 
parents of students in each year group are held 
annually. Parents are encouraged to come to these 
meetings as they allow us to build up the strong links 
between home and school which are of benefit to the 
students. 

Vsware Text System
Coláiste Mhuire offers a text service to parents to 
notify them of student absences, keep them informed 
of all school activity and alert them to event changes. 
This may include reminders for parent-teacher 
meetings, sporting activities, school emergencies, 
general notices and unplanned closures

Lockers
Each student is provided with a locker and student 
journal. 
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Student Supports



School Facilities
At Coláiste Mhuire we take pride in providing in 
excellent learning environment for our students. 
Fully equipped classrooms for each subject include 
specialist rooms for each of the following: 
● Art  
● Engineering 
● ICT 
● Home Economics 
● Material Technologh (Wood) 
● Materials Technology ( Metal) 
● Design and Communication Graphics 
● Languages 
● Music 

School Uniform
The school uniform is available from Paul’s 
Department Store Kilkenny. The official school jacket 
with school crest. [* New jacket being phased in from 
2019]  

Senior Prefect

A senior prefect system is now in place in Coláiste 
Mhuire, whereby some students act as mentors to first 
years and fulfil other duties in the school. Those 
chosen have demonstrated their leadership within the 
student body and have the qualities deemed necessary 
to undertake a leadership role within the school. 
Prefects carry out the following:
● Act as role models for younger students 
● Represent the student body 
● Represent the school externally 
● Assist in the maintenance of discipline within the    
school 
● Support and help staff 
● Carry out other important functions in the school 
when requested. 

Resource and Learning Support Classes 
We recognise that all students learn at a different 
pace, and gaps in learning can occur. Coláiste Mhuire 
offers resource and learning support classes for 

Promoting Positive Behaviour
Our school community promotes an atmosphere of 
respect, courtesy and positive behaviour. Promoting 
positive behaviour fulfills the values of our Mission 
Statement and encourages our students to live out the 
values of this community. The Code of Behaviour is 
an essential means of promoting self-respect, respect 
for others and respect for the environment. 
Our Code of Behaviour is available on 
www.colaistemhuirekk.ie 

Transition from Primary to Secondary 
School
Our First Years are assisted in making this transition 
successfully through the following: 
 
● Opportunity for parents to meet with the school 
management team as part of the enrolment process
● First Year Induction Programme 
● Summer camp 
● Buddy system 
● Mentoring Programme for First Years 

Canteen
At the heart of our school is our canteen which is 
open for breakfast club, morning break and again at 
lunch time. Students can select from a large menu of 
healthy hot and cold meals including soup, roll, 
sandwiches, toasted sandwiches, paninis, salads, 
baps, pasta etc. Parents can open an account with the 
canteen management and can receive a full break 
down of items purchased. Students with special 
dietary requirement are also catered for.  
Having our canteen means that we are self-sufficient 
and students do not have to leave the school premises.

Student Supports
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Monitoring Progress
We aim to foster the academic ability of each student 
to the full extent of their potential. Through our 
assessment procedures we encourage each student to 
reach that potential. Teachers regularly monitor the 
progress of students. At whole-school level, we have 
procedures in place for identifying students in need of 
support or encouragement at an early stage. 
 
Pastoral Care Structure
In keeping with our Mission Statement of a school 
community with the values of a caring society we are 
particularly proud of our Pastoral Care Structure. Each 
student is part of a class group which has an individual 
Class Tutor and a designated Year Head. This pastoral 
team focuses on the welfare and academic progress of 
each student. This structure is further enhanced by the 
work of our Guidance Counsellor and Pastoral Care 
team. We also have a Home School Community 
Liaison officer who provides constant assistance and 
support to students and parents.

Guidance
The function of the Guidance service in Coláiste 
Mhuire is to assist students to make informed choices 
about their lives in the personal, educational and 
career areas through guidance classes, activities and 
individual consultations with students. Counselling is 
available to students; using a holistic approach, 
students are facilitated to explore personal and/or 
educational difficulties they may be experiencing. The 
service operates in collaboration with the pastoral 
care, disciplinary and wellbeing efforts of the school 
to promote a healthy environment for young people to 
grow and develop. Within this context, confidentiality 
is of great importance. 



 

Activities outside the classroom are vital for 
all-round education and holistic development of our 
students. Extra-curricular activities play an important 
role in this, as they provide students with 
opportunities to take part in a variety of sports, clubs 
and hobbies which allow them to have fun, develop 
new skills, make new friends and work effectively 
with others. We encourage all our students to take 
part in extra-curricular activities and are blessed to 
have so many teachers who are willing to give of their 
time in organising activities, both sporting and 
cultural for students. 

Board of Management 
Our active Board of Management comprises of 
members including representatives for the Kilkenny 
and Carlow ETB,  Parents, Staff, Community and 
Principal. Our Board of Management supports the 
work of Senior Management and staff in the 
management and leadership of the school. Members 
of the Board possess a wide range of skills and 
expertise which are invaluable in the running of 
Coláiste Mhuire. 

Student Leadership 
The Student Council is made of up of student 
representatives from each year in the school. The aim 
of the Student Council in Coláiste Mhuire is to work 
in partnership with management, staff, parents and 
students for the benefit of the whole school 
community. The Student Council seeks to build a 
relationship based on mutual respect and trust with all 
in the school. They meet regularly with the members 
of the School Council and feed the concerns of their 
year group to them. The Student Council gives our 
students a voice within our strong school community. 
The Student Council reports to our Board of 
Management each year.

  

 

Parents Association 
The Parents Association is proud to play an active 
role in Coláiste Mhuire. We seek to promote active 
involvement of parents within the Association and 
elect parent’s representatives to the Board of 
Management of the School. The objectives of our 
Parents Association are to:
 
● Advance the wellbeing of the students in the most 
holistic way possible
● Act as an advisory body, representing the views of 
parents on school policies and activities
● Arrange talks on topics of interest to parents, e.g. 
guest speaker on parenting/discipline etc 
● Raise funds and utilise the funds in agreement with 
the Principal and the Board of Management
● Assist in the provision of extra-curricular activities 
as requested by the school

Considerable effort goes into meeting the student’s 
recreational needs and in emphasising the importance 
of health and fitness. In Coláiste Mhuire we have 
excellent facilities for outdoor games, two 
all-weather pitches, a full sports field and training 
ground, school gym, dressing rooms etc. We play a 
wide variety of games: Hurling, Camogie, Gaelic 
football, Soccer, Basketball, Badminton, Handball, 
Athletics. The availability of such a variety of games 
guarantees that most students will participate in at 
least one sport. Students are encouraged to take part 
in games, but are never forced or pressurised. 

School Community

Extra Curricular Activities
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Girls Soccer Boys Soccer Handball 

Basketball Team

Badminton

ChessHurling

Camogie 

Football

Sports & Teams
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Activities outside the classroom are vital for 
all-round education and holistic development of our 
students. Extra-curricular activities play an 
important role in this, as they provide students with 
opportunities to take part in a variety of sports, clubs 
and hobbies which allow them to have fun, develop 
new skills, make new friends and work effectively 
with others. We encourage all our students to take 
part in extra-curricular activities and are blessed to 
have so many teachers who are willing to give of 
their time in organising activities, both sporting and 
cultural for students. 

Sport: Considerable effort goes into meeting the 
student’s recreational needs and in emphasising the 
importance of health and fitness. In Coláiste Mhuire 
we have excellent facilities for outdoor games, two 
all-weather pitches, a full sports field and training 
ground, school gym, dressing rooms etc. We play a 
wide variety of games: Hurling, Camogie, Gaelic 
football, Soccer, Basketball, Badminton, Handball, 
Athletics. The availability of such a variety of games 
guarantees that most students will participate in at 
least one sport. Students are encouraged to take part 

Extra - Curricular Activities

Irish Cancer Society Fundraising 
Cycle Against Suicide 
Seachtaine Na Gaeilge 
Zumba
Swimming 
Bebras Challenge
Spanish Exchange 

First Aid 
Technology Partnerships
Road Safety Initiative
Choir
Wellbeing Week
Shoe Box Appeal
Mini Enterprise 
Rapid Careers Event

Young Social Innovators 
Sci-Fest
Technology Club 
Yoga
Book Club 
Athletics 
Gaisce 
Debating 

Other Extra Curricular Activities

15

Coláiste Mhuire Johnstown 
Co. Kilkennywww.colaistemhuirekk.ie



ColáisteMhuire Johnstown 
Co. Kilkennywww.colaistemhuirekk.ie

16

(From top, Left - Right)

Keeping our village tidy; Visit to Old Folks 
Home, our well established school choir & 
Trad Band show case & develop the musical 
talents of students; A talk from An Garda 
Siochana; Irish Cancer Society - Shave or 
Dye; Hosts of Primary Schools Blitz; Trip to 
Lourdes; School Excellence Fund; Digi-
tal-STEM Cluster with local Primary 
Schools.

Links with the Community
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www.colaistemhuirekk.ie
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Gallery
2nd Year Metalwork Class

Music Class

Healthy Eating & Wellbeing

New Build

Camogie Training

Leaving Cert Construction Project

Trad Band

Computer Aided Design
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Coláiste Mhuire Johnstown 
Co. Kilkenny

Telephone: +353 56 8831135
Fax: +353 56 8838864
Email: info@colaistemhuirekk.ie
Website: www.colaistemhuirekk.ie
Twitter: Follow us @ColaisteMhuirek 


