
  Christmas 2020 

2020 is a year that will live long in our memory. School closure, blended learning, predictive grading, wearing face masks,   ven-

tilated rooms, social distancing, sanitising hands, are just some of the changes and daily rituals that were imposed upon us and 

few would argue that it has been a difficult period.  Despite all this we must compliment the great resilience, compliance and 

support shown by all in our school community and we greatly appreciate the great efforts made by all over the past year. With 

talks of vaccines the future looks somewhat   brighter and we hope some normality will return over the coming months.   I 

hope that all of you and your family have a safe and peaceful Christmas and the management and staff of Coláiste Mhuire 

once again looks forward to working with and for you in 2021.  

Kind regards: Principal Martin Gleeson  

  Editors: A.Townsend/L.Purcell 

Transition Year Carol Singing Some of the TY students went to the Sacred Heart nursing home in                 

Crosspatrick and  Fennor Hill nursing home. Well done to all the students involved and to Ms Birch and Ms Clarke 

for organising this wonderful event. The residents and staff of both nursing homes really enjoyed the                     

performances.  

Feliz navidad os deseamos 
unprospero ano! 

Je vois souhaite une joyeuse 
fete de Noel et de bonne ánnee 
et que2021 vous procure bon-
heur, santé et prospérité 

Guímid Beannachtaí na 

Nollag agus Áthbhliain 

cláintiúil agus sábhailte 

daoiobh go léir. 

Christmas Wreaths 

Well done to Ms McDonnell and  4A    

transition year students who have been 

hard at work making beautiful Christmas 

wreaths.  Also, a special   mention to Ms 

Clarke for all her help. A total of €215-55 

was raised for St Vincent de Paul. Great 

work by all involved.  



Enrolment to Coláiste Mhuire for 2021-2022  

No sooner were our present first years in position, when attention and focus had to be diverted towards  preparing for next 

years cohort of students. This year's process was made more difficult due to Covid restrictions, and like all schools, CMJ had to 

come up with new ideas, to replace our open day and open night. Resulting from this, and under the watchful eye of Transfer 

Coordinator Ms. Áine Monahan a new Virtual interactive tour of our school, was produced. This impressive tour along with all 

information connected to enrolment can be found on our website, Virtual Tour                                          

Webinar for Incoming 1st years 

We also produced a webinar to help inform 6th class students and their parents/guardians of what CMJ has on offer. This is on 

our website. 

CMJ.s Child Safeguarding Statement  

In accordance with the requirements of the Children First 

Act 2015, Children First: National Guidance for the         

Protection and    Welfare of Children 2017, the Child      

Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary 

Schools 2017 and Tusla Guidance on the preparation of 

Child Safeguarding Statements, the Board of Management 

of Coláiste Mhuire has agreed the Child Safeguarding 

Statement. This document is available on our website 

Child Protection Statement  

If you would like to report any issues in relation to Child 

protection, please contact  

Coláiste Mhuire’s: - DLP/ Designated Liaison Person      

Principal Mr. Martin Gleeson or DDLP/Deputy Designated 

Liaison Person Ms. Mary Birch.   

Anti-Bullying Policies  

In Coláiste Mhuire we believe that each student has the right 

to an education free from fear and intimidation. We want 

Coláiste Mhuire to be bully-free, where all  students feel safe 

and happy. In a proactive approach to address the issue of 

bullying and to educate and empower our students, the 

school has put in place a structure of  communication         

involving management, year heads, class teachers and the 

school’s guidance counsellors. The effect of this is that there 

is a wide  network of responsible adults  available to talk to a  

student who is being bullied or who knows of a student being 

bullied. Our Anti-Bullying Policy is available on our website  

Information 



LCA ICT STUDENTS BUILD SCHOOL IN MINECRAFT!  

Congratulations to the 6L LCA class who recently completed their ICT Task by building a scale model of our school 

in   Minecraft Education.  This involved using 21st Century skills like Teamwork, Problem Solving, Critical Thinking, 

Numeracy,   Digital Media Literacy & Communication skills. Photos show the attention to detail both inside & out, 

as well as them Showcasing their work to Junior Cycle students in the ASD Unit as well as their 5L classmates in the 

Science Room. Thanks to All the teachers who collaborated with Mr Dunne’s class in this initiative, which involved 

links with Microsoft’s Dream Space & the TL21 programme in Trinity College Dublin.  

Congratulations to Kilkenny Camogie on their 
excellent victory in last weekend’s All-Ireland   
Final.  Special mention to past pupil Davina Tobin   
who followed up her  Women's GPA  
#Playerofthemonth with another defensive             
masterclass. Fantastic achievement & an           
inspiration to All in Coláiste Mhuire!  

Our Digital-STEM Cluster with 5 Local Primary Schools under the School Excellence Fund (SEF) continues for a 3rd 

year with Term 1 spent on-line & involving the completion of the Bebras Challenge in November. This Computa-

tional Thinking Challenge is part of our School’s Numeracy Plan that promotes & improves Problem Solving &    

Critical Thinking skills. Links were also enhanced with the Microsoft DreamSpace with their Remote STEAM in the 

Classroom lessons.  We look forward to resuming the Computing & Coding elements after Christmas when will be 

extending our involvement with our 3rd level partner, LIT Tipperary with a new project.  



 

 

 

 

 



 

First Year Wellbeing Art competition.  Well done to all 

the 1st year students that took part in the art                

competition. The posters/drawings were designed around 

the wellbeing    indicators. 

 

Wellbeing in CMJ:  Eoin Morrissey visited the school    

recently to demonstrate the “Going Well” wellbeing        

program. Eoin is coordinating the program that has been 

designed by the GAA. Colaiste Mhuire is delighted to be 

piloting the program. The GoingWwell program will        

enable people to develop a better understanding of them-

selves, to learn from and with each other and to function as 

a unit. This will also enable them to recognize the         

importance of planning in order to achieve their goals and 

how to cultivate character - building capacities such as: 

Competence, Confidence, Commitment and Connection. 

These are important because they underpin Resilience – 

that is the ability to bounce back regardless of adversity 

and/or setbacks. Eoin also gave a talk to  Transition Year 

students as part of his visit.  

 

Happy Moments by First Years  

First year wellbeing students designed some Christmas themed 

posters around happy moments that they have encountered 

since they joined Colaiste Mhuire. In the current climate with 

social  distancing and the unfamiliar routines in schools its        

extremely   important to focus on positive thoughts. Well done to 

all the students producing wonderful posters.    



Stand Up! Campaign Against Transphobic and Homophobic 
Bullying in Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown.   

During the term Colaiste Mhuire celebrated and showed great support 
towards the LGBTQ+ community. To show our support we designed an art 
wall full of posters and banners for the whole school explaining the LGBTQ 
+ community to create awareness and to show that it is not ok to               
discriminate against LGBTQ +. TYs dressed in colourful clothing to          
celebrate this week. We feel that highlighting this will benefit all the 
school community. In Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown we pride ourselves on 
our accepting environment. Thanks to Ms Maher for putting lots of time 
and effort into organising this week of  celebration.  

Ty Trip to Bogaton 

The Bogaton is a fun but challenging 4km to 7km mud run. 
The advantages of this experience outweigh the               
disadvantages for  example, it’s fun, Good for team building, 
Good exercise, Something different. Our Transition Year 
students recently made the short journey to Lisduff         
Adventure Farm in Errill Rathdowney. It’s tough and it’s 
mean and its lots of fun! Entrants are invited to complete a 
7km long route, run over a variety of landscapes, including 
some of Ireland’s most rugged countryside and barren bog 
lands. This fun but challenging obstacle course is designed 
to challenge you in every way, testing physical fitness,    
mental fortitude, stamina and strength of character. Only 
you know if you have what it takes to tackle Bogathon head 
on. What a wonderful experiences it was for Colaiste 
Mhuire students 

12 Days of Science: Ms O Sullivan 

and 6L students had a lovely display in 

the school highlighting the 12 days of 

science at Christmas. All the school com-

munity were encouraged to take the  

experiments and try them at home. 

Some of the staff were very interested in 

the mulled wine.  Well done to all in-

volved.  



Sincere congratulations to Galmoy man David Fogarty on winning the 2020 

Macra na Feirme Young Farm Manager of the year. David completed his 

Leaving Certificate in Coláiste Mhuire in 2010 and studied agricultural science 

in UCD for 4 years. From there he worked with Teagasc in Kilkenny as a farm 

advisor and in 2015 he made the brave decision to move to New  Zealand 

where he worked on three different dairy farms over a 3-year period. On his 

return to Ireland in 2015 David was offered a number of farm manager      

positions and again opted to partner up with Teagasc in Kilkenny and gave 

one year with them in Greenfields Dairy. In 2017 David then moved to     

manage a 620-acre dairy farm in Rosegarland Estate, Wellington Bridge,      

Wexford where he manages a 480 dairy herd which he hopes to increase 

over the coming year. David’s achievements to date are all the more         

remarkable as he did not hail from a farm background. He did however, from 

an early stage poses an extremely strong work ethic and was very much    

supported and encouraged all along by his proud parents Jerry and           

Margaret.  Following two interviews David was announced the Farm         

Manager of the year winner,    sponsored by FBD and it is a fitting tribute to 

all his hard work to date and his  eagerness to develop and grow his skills. 

Colaiste Mhuire Creative Writers  

Hearty congratulations to all of the first, second and transition year students who participated in this year’s creative  writing 

competition entitled “The Joys of  Christmas”. The entries  included tales about naughty elves, elaborate tricks to catch Santa 

and many other wonderful adventures about the joys of this holiday season. Many students also wrote about the                  

importance of family at this special time of year. The winning stories will be available to read online in the New Year. We 

greatly   appreciate the support that we received from Deegan’s Centra, Urlingford, Murphy’s  Pharmacy, Urlingford , Road-

master, Johnstown and Spar Johnstown. These local businesses generously donated prizes for the competition to encourage  

the students to be creative and to get writing.   First Year winner– Ruby Boyle, Runners up- Conor Darcy & Jack Gleeson.      

Second Year winner– Patrick Kennedy, Runners up– Mia Henderson & Mia O Connor. Transition Year winner-  Isobel Sheehan, 

Runners up– Tara Switzer & Kia Flores. Highly recommended prize winners-  Isabel Delaney, Jolrem Francis, Laura Kutkin, Em-

ma Crosby & Charmaine Tracey.  

Past Student of Coláiste Mhuire Johnstown Wins    

Prestigious Farm Manager Award.  



Transition Years & Y.S.I. 

The YSI class in Transition year have been busy planning and organising events to promote Positive Well-being in Colaiste 

Mhuire as well as raise money for charity. TY students are more than aware of the stresses and difficulties that have arisen and 

prevailed this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Students organised a Teacher Car Wash and raised over €300 for  charity. TY 

students have organised a Bingo event for 1st years as well as a Cuppa Tea and a chat event for 6th year students  which will 

take place  Wednesday  Dec 16th. Well done to Ms Petrie and all the students . Thanks very much to all the students involved 

and Ms Petrie for all her work. 

Student Council 2020-2021 

Our new Student Council is up and running under the new normal! 
Emily Berlin is at the helm, supported by Karina Sharkey O’Leary and David O’Leary.    
Secretarial duties are being shared by Endija Kotane and Lucy O’Connor. It’s great this 
year having so many 4th years on board. We were delighted with the beautiful posters de-
signed by them for our ‘Thank You Initiative’. This happened on October 22nd, before the 
break. That day students and staff received treats in appreciation and acknowledgment of 
their COVID compliance in the school. Thanks to Molly, Ken, Isobel, Tara, Abbie, Caroline 
and Charmaine for designing the posters. In November we celebrated ‘World Kindness 
Day’ by thanking and showing appreciation to those in our school who have been so busy 
ensuring the safe running of our school and for keeping us fed and healthy. Welcome to 
our new 1st Year reps: Muireann Dunphy, Orla Brophy, Eoin Delaney, Paddy Cussen and 
Darragh   Cullen. Thanks to Ms Carroll for co-ordinating the council. 
Ar scathing chéile a mhaireann na daoine 



 

6th Year Coffee and Tea Morning Organised by TY students. 

1st Year Bingo Organised by TY  students 

Bingo Winners 



  

The Higher Education Access Route (HEAR)  is a college and university scheme that offers places on reduced 
points and extra college support to school leavers from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds who are 
resident in the Republic of Ireland.  
 
 The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) is a third level alternative admissions scheme for school leavers 
whose disabilities have had a negative impact on their second level education. 
 2021 HEAR and DARE Application Advice Clinics 
Date: Saturday, 9th January 2021 
DARE: 10am – 11.30am 
HEAR: 12.30ppm – 2pm 
 
These webinars will provide parents/guardians and students to meet members of the HEAR team and the DARE 
team online and find out how these schemes work.  You will be able to ask questions about the application process 
through the Q&A function and can submit questions in advance to be answered by a panel of experts. 

College Awareness Week  

was held nationally 22
nd

 to 28
th
 November 2020.  Many thanks to the students of 4C who compiled a very informative 

board  for all students to read about a variety of careers.  The board was on show for all students to browse and 

learn about careers that they can pursue after they graduate from CMJ. 

Jurassic             

Entertainment 

workshop for Ty 

students  



Comhairle na nÓg  

Pictured are Students representing Colaiste Mhuire at the National 

Comhairle na nÓg AGM. Comhairle na nÓg Comhairle na nÓg are 

child and youth councils in the country, which give children and 

young people the opportunity to be involved in the development of 

local services and policies.  

Teamwork for Transition Years 

Transition year students in Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown took part in a team building activity day hosted by teamworks.ie, a 

company from Dublin. Teamworks is a Covid friendly team building activity based on team development, fun, participation 

and getting your groups to work to work to work in a collaborative environment. Our transition year students had a great 

time doing these activities and enjoyed working and building relationships with their peers.    



Segaway Fun in CMJ 
Students in Colaiste Mhuire had great fun today getting trained on  Segways. E Movement is a local company based in Thomas-

town.  co-founder Evan Kelly’s move into the electric transportation sector is a remarkable and  inspirational story. In 2007, 

whilst on holiday in Australia, he had a serious accident which left him paralysed. He spent over a year recovering in hospitals 

in Australia and Ireland. Since his accident, Evan has been positively   pushing himself to progress. During his recovery, Evan 

had to show great resilience, perseverance and determination, and he brings those same qualities to business with his new 

company . The lads from E Movement ensured that all kids participated and really enjoyed themselves.  

Thanks very much to Transition Year students Laura Purcell and Aislinn Townsend for putting the newsletter together.. 


