
Summer 2021 

As the school year draws to a close, many of us will breathe a sigh of relief and gratitude.  In what was a very demanding 
year for students, parents and teachers, we are all looking forward to the summer holidays and a return to some form of 
normality as restrictions ease.  We are very proud of how resilient and co-operative our students were throughout the 
year.  Underneath the masks and the social distancing there was an undercurrent of unity and determination to keep the 
school open and ensure teaching and learning continued.  We send a special message of thanks to all the parents who were 
so supportive of both the school and our teachers throughout the year, particularly during the school closure period, when 
learning went online, and   parents kept up the engagement from home.  

A special message for the 6th years and LCA 2 students :   We held a socially distanced graduation for the class of 2021 on May 
13th. Our leaving cert students are held in high regard by all their teachers, they are a fantastic group of students who          
displayed great resilience and commitment throughout the last two years. They took everything in their 
stride, remaining positive and focused, and continuing to work with their teachers, towards preparing for their exams. An   
atmosphere of support and friendliness was evident in the year and there were many laughs as Emily Bergin and                   
Jonathan Queally recounted funny and heart-warming memories of their time in Coláiste Mhuire.   Congratulations to Jack 
Grace, Ruby Whyte, Emily Bergin and Aoife Brophy who won Academic Excellence awards, and James Delahunty, Declan 
Killeen, Sarah Norton and Mikaela Ryan who earned the “Class spirit & contribution” award.   

Our outstanding student of the year was Jack Grace who received the “Joe Delaney Award” and spoke 
very eloquently about how proud he was of both his school and his classmates, and how thankful he was of their support 
and friendship over the years.   

 

Full Attendance in Colaiste 

Mhuire: Huge congratulations 

to Jason Duggan, 6th year stu-

dent that recently graduated 

from Colaiste Mhuire, in six 

years Jason never missed a day 

at school. Wonderful achieve-

ment and dedication to your 

education, well done from 

everyone in CMJ.  

Our outstanding student of the year 
was Jack Grace who received the 
“Joe Delaney Award” and spoke 
very eloquently about how proud he 
was of both his school and his class-
mates, and how thankful he was of 
their support and friendship over the 
years.  Well done Jack from all the 
school community, a great example 
for all our students.  

Mr.Gleeson(Principal), Jack Grace, Mr O’Grady (Year Head) 

Mr.Gleeson(Principal), Jason Duggan, Ms. Birch (HSLO) 



Mr Gleeson (Principal), Jack Flanagan (Academic) Mr Teehan, Orla 

Brophy (Class Spirit) Mr Comerford (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Cian Hickey( Class Spirit) ,Mr Gorman,     

Donnacha Phelan (Academic) Mr Comerford (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Isabel Delaney( Academic) Ms Holland, 

Adam Wall (Class Spirit) Mr Comerford (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Ms Nolan, Laura Kutkin (Academic),  Jolrem 

Francis (Class Spirit) Mr Comerford (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Patrick Kennedy (Academic), Darragh       

Townsend (Class Spirit), Ms Dunphy (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Muireann Dorney (Academic), Patrick Norton

(Class spirit), Ms Dunphy (Year Head) 
Mr Gleeson (Principal), Marie Brennan (Academic), Darragh O’Grady

(Class Spirit), Ms Dunphy (Year head), Mr Moriarity. 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Caoimhe Duggan (Academic), Oisin Deegan

(Class Spirit), Ms Dunphy (Year Head), Mr Lacey 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Liam Curry (Academic), Andrew Casey (Class 

Spirit), Ms Dunphy (Year Head), Mr Phelan. 



Mr Gleeson (Principal), Eimear Nolan (Academic), Ms Carroll, 

Ben Roche (Class Spirit), Ms O’ Grady (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Niall Mackey (Class Spirit), Ms Kilkenny, 

Rachel Slattery (Academic), Ms O’ Grady (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Conor Phelan (Class Spirit), Mr       

Kennedy , Eva Dunphy (Academic), Ms O’ Grady (Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Mary Cussen (Academic), Conor Gleeson

(Class Spirit), Ms O’ Grady (Year Head) 

Ms Conroy (Deputy Principal), Daniel Whelan (Class Spirit), Mr Curran 

(Programme Co-Ordinator), Jessica Leahy (Academic), Mr Dunne (Year 

Head) 

Mr Brennan,  Padraig O Grady (Academic), Ms Nolan, Una Brophy

(Academic), Grace Campion (Academic), Mr Maher, Orlaith Coiley 

(Academic), Ms O Sullivan 

Class Spirit, Jolrem Francis, Aoife Ryan, Shauna Donohoe, Lucy O Connor. 

Transition Year Award Winners & Ms Monahan (Year Head) 



Mr Gleeson (Principal), Jack Grace (Academic), Mr O Grady (Year Head) Mr Gleeson (Principal), Jack Grace (Joe Delaney Award), Mr O Grady 

(Year Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Emily Bergin (Academic), Mr O Grady (Year 

Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Aoife Brophy (Academic), Mr O Grady (Year 

Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Declan Kileen (Class Spirit Mr O Grady (Year 

Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), James Delahunty (Class Spirit) Mr O Grady (Year 

Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Sarah Norton (Class Spirit) Mr O Grady (Year 

Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Mikaela Ryan (Class Spirit) Mr O Grady (Year 

Head) 

Mr Gleeson (Principal), Daniel Ryan (Academic) Mr O Grady (Year Head) Mr Gleeson (Principal), Serge Davidon (Class Spirit) Mr O Grady (Year 

Head) 



Awards Ceremony in Coláiste Mhuire 2021 



Coláiste Mhuire Biodiversity Miss Clarke, Mr. Marnell 

and fourth year students improving our school's       

biodiversity. This new wildflower meadow will be great 

for our pollinators. The Irish bee and butterfly          

population has declined by more than fifty per cent 

since 1980. This decline is due to habitat loss associat-

ed with intensive farming methods and the                 

disappearance of wildflowers from our meadows.  

Honeybees are a key stone species. Over eighty per 

cent of the world's crops are pollinated by honey-

bees.    

Mr. Marnell and third year students sowing   

salad crops in raised beds. In doing so students 

learn about sustainability, farm to fork and   

reducing their carbon footprint. They also   

learning about germination, thigmotropism,          

phototropism and geotropism. The students 

are also learning the simple joy of seeing a row 

of seedlings emerge.   

We are moving to one-hour classes for 2021-2022.  

The decision was made after researching the pros and cons of one-hour classes [see below] and consulting with the Parents 

Association. There will be no change to the start/finish times of the school day.    



Creative Writing Workshop: Colm Keegan visits Colaiste Mhuire: Colm is a writer and poet from Dublin. He has been shortlist-

ed four times for the Hennessey New Irish Writing Award, for both poetry and fiction and won the All Ireland Poetry Slam in 

20210. His first book “Don’t Go There” was   released to critical acclaim in 2012. The 5th year students really enjoyed the     

experience,  Colm had the group engaged throughout the event and they were writing creatively be the end. Thanks very 

much to Ms Holland and Mr Gorman for organising the event. 

Coláiste Mhuire Gaisce Awards: Congratulations 

to Jack Grace and Louise Wellwood, 6th year, who 

both received their Silver Gaisce awards and to 

5th year students Shauna, Teresa, Chloe and Cath-

erine on their Bronze awards. Gaisce - The      Pres-

ident's Award is the most prestigious Award in 

Ireland for young people aged 15 to 25. All stu-

dents completed their awards, completing activi-

ties in three areas: Community Involvement, Per-

sonal Skill and Physical recreation. They have been 

working continuously over the last year in all areas 

to attain this award. Best of luck to our current TY 

students who are  completing their Bronze award. 

Thanks Ms O Sullivan for all the work. 

LCA Drama: As part of their Drama course, 6L 

performed Father Ted, “The Passion of 

St. Tibulus,” to high acclaim, for an         audi-

ence of their teachers and              manage-

ment. There was a vast array of skills on show, 

from set and prop design to sound effects and 

filming. While the     quality of acting and per-

fectly timed jokes had the audience crying 

with laughter. Well done to Ms Murphy and all 

the students involved. 

LCA trip to Lough Doire Bhile:  6L 

with Margo and Ms. Kilkenny had a 

lovely trip to Lough Doire Bhile in Co.        

Tipperary. On a personal note, this 

group of students have been a     

pleasure to teach over the years,   

representing Coláiste Mhuire and LCA 

to the highest standards. I wish you 

every success in your futures.              

K. Kilkenny 



First Year Well-being Walk: All of the first year groups went with their class teachers for a walk in Grange wood, students 

really enjoyed this trip, thanks very much to Mr Gorman, Ms Holland, Ms Nolan and Mr Teehan for arranging these trips.  



Anti-Bullying Policies  

In Coláiste Mhuire we believe that each student has the 

right to an education free from fear and intimidation. We 

want Coláiste Mhuire to be bully-free, where all  students 

feel safe and happy. In a proactive approach to address the 

issue of bullying and to educate and empower our          

students, the school has put in place a structure of        

communication involving management, year heads, class 

teachers and the school’s guidance counsellors. The effect 

of this is that there is a wide  network of responsible adults  

available to talk to a  student who is being bullied or who 

knows of a student being bullied. Our Anti-Bullying Policy is 

available on our website  

CMJ.s Child Safeguarding Statement  

In accordance with the requirements of the Children First 

Act 2015, Children First: National Guidance for the         

Protection and    Welfare of Children 2017, the Child      

Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary 

Schools 2017 and Tusla Guidance on the preparation of 

Child Safeguarding Statements, the Board of Management 

of Coláiste Mhuire has agreed the Child Safeguarding 

Statement. This document is available on our website 

Child Protection Statement  

If you would like to report any issues in relation to Child 

protection, please contact  

Coláiste Mhuire’s: - DLP/ Designated Liaison Person      

Principal Mr. Martin Gleeson or DDLP/Deputy Designated 

Liaison Person Ms. Mary Birch.   



1st Year Advertising Campaign: Congratulations to 

Billy Hogan, Declan Teehan, Richard Lee and Eoin 

Delaney who came out on top in the advertis-

ing campaign . The students came up with a very   

innovative, desirable product. The ‘Never Lose Again 

Sliotar’ with its internal gps that links to your 

phone , saving time and money ! A parents dream for 

the future! Ms.Kilkenny and Mr.O’Donnell had a hard 

time choosing between all the groups so very well 

done boys.    

1st Year Discovering Seamus      

Heaney Module:  

Ms Kilkenny’s 1C and 3E classes 

took part in a “Discovering Seamus 

Heaney” module which culminated 

in a zoom from a “Heaney’s Listen 

Now” facilitator. She was highly 

impressed with their engagement 

and knowledge of Heaney’s poetry. 

Well done to all the students that 

were involved in this excellent 

workshop. Thanks Ms Kilkenny for 

organising the event.  

Science Department:  Transition year students preparing seeds for planting in the Science department 



Senior Camogie: Some of last years Senior Camogie team that won the Leinster title and were unfortunately  beaten in the All 

Ireland final were presented with their medals recently in school.  

Student Council: On behalf of the student body, the Council would like to wish the class of 2021 the best of luck in their exams 
and in their lives ahead. Many of you have been involved with Council through the years and have taken on a leadership role. 
It is appreciated that you were willing to try and make a difference. We will miss you here and no doubt many of you will con-
tinue to be leaders and make a difference in wherever your lives lead you. Mile buíochas do chách. Wishing contentment and 
success to you all and special wishes to Endija, our Secretary and our Chairperson, Emily, who have been on board since First 
Year. Ádh mór oraibh i bhur scrúduithe agus sa saol romhaibh! 



Transition Year Activities 

Entertaining  the residents at Crosspatrick nursing home  TY Quiz for the 1st year students 

TY Quiz for the 1st year students TY Quiz for the 1st year students 

TY Quiz for the 1st year students 

Transition Years enjoying Segway's 





TY Online Activities during lockdown   

Magician Jack Wise: A bit of craic and fun to 

finish what can only be described as a strange 

term. Magician Jack Wise put on a great show 

for our TY and LCA students and brought a 

smile to all our faces.   

Rory Stories – Mental health, self-

awareness and resilience talk   

Weekly Challenges: Each week our TY’s were set weekly challenges as part of their  leadership programme. Some of the    

challenges included: 

Sunrise/Sunset: Well done to our winners of the latest leadership challenge - Sunrise/Sunset. Some beautiful pics and explana-

tions given to what made the picture so special to the student.   

Lockdown 2.0 BakeOff:  Some pics of our recent TY lockdown 2.0 BakeOff. Challenge was set as part of our weekly leadership 

programme. Well done to all that took part. Some seriously impressive baking   

Huge variety of online courses offered and completed by the students:  

Healthfest, Looking Into Law, Maths Competition—Peter’s Problem, Tinpot Broadcasting, Make-Up Course, Wellbeing—Wolf 

Academy, Nutrition Workshop, LIT Health and Wellness, Shine Festival, Concussion Education, Skin Care.  


