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What a difference a year makes! As we returned to school this year there was an air of optimism, 

the vaccination programme was surging ahead successfully, and restrictions were lifting. As a country our spirits 

were lifted and they were boosted even further by the great achievements of the Irish team in the Olympics and 

Special Olympics. It proved that success and achievement were possible despite great obstacles and challenges.   

Our Leaving Cert and LCA students of 2021 are another example of this, despite the panic, chaos and disorder that 

Covid brought over the past two years they managed to successfully navigate through it all and complete 

their exams. They were greatly supported by their teachers and their parents and we wish them well as they start 

the next exciting period of their lives in colleges, courses and the world of work.   

Our new first years are another example of a group that were greatly affected by Covid but they too have shown 

great resilience to make the transition to secondary school.  In a wellbeing class recently some first years were 

asked to research a positive message or quote and they found one that has become a moto for their class and pos-

sibly for the year ahead  . . .    

                                          Every day may not be a good day, but there is good in every day.   

Class of 2021: A group of extremely happy Leaving Certificate students receiving their results. Several of the stu-

dents visited the school to share their success with school management and with their teachers. Excellent results 

overall with student's progressing to a wide range of courses and colleges. Students from Colaiste Mhuire are going 

to the University of Limerick, University College Cork, St Angelas College Sligo, & Maynooth University, on a range 

of courses including Engineering, Food Science, Psychology and Teaching.  The school community wishes the stu-

dents all the best in their future careers and on their educational journeys.    

Cois Nore Fundraiser:  A group of TY girls with help from Ms. Clarke decided to host 

a table quiz for 1st years in aid of Cois Nore Cancer Support Centre,                         

Kilkenny. Organizing this event the group had to write out questions, select a       

suitable time to run the quiz, they also donated prizes themselves.  Cois Nore     

provides a range of therapies which include counselling,                                           

reflexology, lymphoedema and group workshops for people with cancer and their 

families.  Cois Nore receives no government funding and relies totally on donations 

for this critical service. Cois Nore is anxious to expand their services to include chil-

dren of all ages with cancer or who have a family member with cancer.  The girls 

were delighted to present Mary Dolan of Cois Nore with their donation of 

€110.00.    



Transition Year 
Bogathon: Our TY students made the trip to 
Lisduff Adventure Farm to take part in 
the Bogathon. Great wholesome fun was had by all, 
working on bonding, resilience and teamwork.  Bo-
gathon is a fun and challenging mud run, anyone 
can enter for the fun and the challenge of com-
pleting the course. It’s tough and it’s mean and its 
lots of fun! Entrants are invited to complete a 7km 
long route, run over a variety of landscapes, includ-
ing some of Ireland’s most rugged countryside and 
barren bog lands. This fun but challenging obstacle 
course is designed to challenge you in every way, 
testing physical fitness, mental fortitude, stamina 
and strength of character.  

Waterford Greenway: Students cycled from Kilmacthomas to Dungarvan 

Aislinn Townsend and Brid Drennan, representing the students who 

worked so hard to achieve the Cycle Against Suicide Ambassor School Award for 

2020-2021.  This is the 6th year that Colaiste Mhuire students have been actively    

involved in the mental health campaign promoting the message that “It’s Ok 

Not To Be Ok” and integrating activities that will support students’ mental 

health. Thanks very much and congratulations to Ms Dempsey and all the      

students involved in this award.   

Cycle 

Against 

Suicide 



Senior Hurling: Our senior hurling team had their first match on Tuesday 21st September against FCJ Bunclody, this 

was our 1st competitive match since the start of the lockdowns. It was tremendous to see the players take the field 

in the Fenians GAA pitch in Johnstown. There was a great buzz around the school due to the sports taking place 

again. Colaiste Mhuire began their league campaign with a good win over the Wexford school.  Our senior hurlers 

travelled to Castlecomer for their second match in the group, after a hard fought game they came away with anoth-

er win in the league. The Colaiste Mhuire team that lined out. Billy Garrett, Luke Dunphy, Stephen Murphy, Darragh 

McCormack, Padraig O Grady, Cody Comerford, Kieran Cleers, Conor Donnelly, Darragh Queally, Charlie Brennan, 

Callum Lonergan, Tomás Sharkey, Dylan Foyle, Evan Landers, Alex Burke   

First Year Hurling: Our 1st year hurlers recently took part in blitz's organised by Kilkenny Gaa. Coláiste Mhuire had 2 teams 

entered, team 1 played matches in Dunmore and team 2 played matches in O Loughlin Gaels GAA grounds. These were very 

enjoyable, for all the players and it was great benefit to the coaches involved, to have some competitive matches for the 

group.  



Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown welcomes the First Year Class of 2021 : A group of 5th year students prepared a welcome 

wall during SPHE class with their teacher Ms Maher. This initiative was extremely well received by all the students and they 

were delighted to see their names on the wall, immediately creating a connection with the school community. Thanks very 

much Ms Maher and your students.   

Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown First Year Bonding  



A warm welcome to the new members of staff, that have 

joined our team for the upcoming academic year:  Ms O 

Walsh, Mr V Fitzpatrick,  Ms A.O.Connor, Ms E. Martin,  Ms A 

O Shea, Mr T Corcoran, Ms E Manning, Ms C Moloney, Mr S 

Nolan, Mr R McDaid. 

Home School Liasion: Best wishes to 

Áine Monahan, Ms. Monahan has taken 

up the position of HSCL from September 

2021.  Tell: 0568838156. Mobile: 

0874006657,  Email below 

aine.monahan@colaistemhuirekk.ie 

Best of 

Luck 

Coláiste Mhuire’s Polytunnel: Installing a polytunnel in schools can help children to 

learn more about gardening. Polytunnels can help to grow their own fruits and      

vegetables, learning everything there is to know about growing your own food. This 

is a great life skill, helping them to become more sustainable adults. Learning more 

about growing plants also helps to boost their science education. Children who help 

to grow plants also learn more about responsibility and taking care of something. 

They can see how food is grown and what it takes to look after the                            

environment. There are so many educational lessons a polytunnel can help to         

provide children with. These are just some of the benefits schools can expect when 

they make the investment.  Pictured: Mr. Marnell and some future gardeners at the 

schools recently obtained polytunnel. Second year students tending to plants in the 

polytunnel.  Colaiste Mhuire’s first ever tomato crop looking good.  

Fáilte do gach dalta ag tosú sa chéad bhliain I gColáiste Mhuire Baile 

Sheáin agus go n-éirí an t-ádh libh I mbliana. 

https://www.premierpolytunnels.co.uk/shop/cloches/fruit-and-veg-cages/
https://www.premierpolytunnels.co.uk/shop/cloches/fruit-and-veg-cages/
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Info-Sheet/Greenhouses-in-Schools
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Info-Sheet/Greenhouses-in-Schools

