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Message from Management
Christmas is the "season to be jolly" and in the current climate one of the best ways to be
resilient is to remember to laugh and smile . . . even behind the masks. Research shows that
smiling and laughing is contagious. Try it!  If you walk up to someone with a smile on your face
they smile back. You can ease the tension of a difficult moment with a light comment, and
everyone appreciates it.  It can be easy to "buy in" to negativity and get dragged down by all
the doom & gloom, so this Christmas season to be a positive influencer. 
Wear a smile, raise the spirits of those around you, tell a joke and create some jolliness! 

 

What do they sing at a snowman’s birthday party? Freeze a jolly good fellow! 

Some lovely displays on
the noticeboards in room
34, thanks to all teachers
and students involved,
Jake Glendon, Chloe
Delaney, Aaron Joyce,
Katelyn Muldowney, Conn
Woods, Cian Jacob, Tim
Fitzpatrick, Aidan Byrne,
Jamie McCann, Aoife
Halova.



Christmas Jumper Day CMJ



Christmas Shoe Box Appeal in CMJ
Christmas Shoe Box appeal is an annual campaign that delivers gifts straight into the hands
of children affected by poverty. Often these shoe box gifts are the only gift that a child will
receive at Christmas and the joy that they bring is incredible. Well done to Ms McDonnell
and all the students involved in the  Coláiste Mhuire Christmas Shoe Box appeal, over 70
boxes were assembled

Spring 2022 Night Classes
 

Art for Beginners- Monday nights, €90 for 9 classes
Interior Design- Monday nights, €90 for 9 classes

 
For More Information Contact

0879057118
School: 0568831135

info@colaistemhuirekk.ie



Christmas Wreath Workshop
Monday 6th December saw our Leaving Certificate Applied students, together with Ms. Martin and Ms.
Birch, leave the school to go to Jenkinstown Woods, equipped with secateurs to forage for foliage for their
Christmas wreath-making workshop. Despite cold and wet weather, plenty of greenery was gathered and
we even got to say hello to the reindeer. A quick stop for a hot chicken roll and then back to school where
Ms. Martin guided the students through a workshop showing the basics of creating a wreath. Once the
basic skills were mastered, the students’ creative juices flowed and the room was a hive of activity of
adding cones, dried fruit, bows, snow spray and other decorations to their wreaths.   As well as having a
fun-filled day, the students also learned about sustainability and using the natural world instead of
plastic to make beautiful decorations. It was a great day and is definitely going to be an annual
workshop. In fact, it’s already written in the diary for next year! 



First year well-being; 
Throughout first year each class must create a wellbeing storyboard as part of their Resilience
module. The 1E class was the first group to do the module, they worked in groups of four creating a
storyboard around issues such as bullying, friendship, feeling left out, settling into first year and
covid worries. The standard was very high, but the winning group are pictured below: Tony Mahony,
Ricardo Moroni Da Silva, Robyn Townsend and Syesha Cahill. 
They are the "Halloween" winners for their group, and they will go forward and compete against the
winners of the other first year classes.  At the end of the year there will be an overall winner.  Also
pictured are some individual winners: Lucy Dunphy [Most creative], Millie Holohan [Best group
leader] and Edgars Bergmanis [Best individual poster] 
 Edgars poster says "somedays you just have to create your own sunshine". 

 

CMJ Community  
A huge thank you to

the students and staff
who helped to

decorate our sensory
garden and

playground in
Johnstown as part of

the Yuletide
Celebrations. 

TY students debating 

2nd Year Wellbeing class 



HSCL & Parents Association Initiatives 

Alan Mooney – former LCA student, spoke to the current
LCA students (5L and 6L) about his career path since
leaving Colaiste Mhuire, Johnstown. Alan achieved a
distinction in the LCA programme. For the last number
of years Alan has worked with Glanbia and is now
settled in his role in CountryLife, Castlecomer. The
current LCA students, were delighted to hear Alan, tell
them about how much experience he gained, while in
their seats and how the practical subjects of LCA helped
him. He also highlighted how the continuous assessment
and tasks in the programme meant that he could
achieve a distinction in the programme. He attributed
his time in Colaiste Mhuire as the foundations that have
set him up for working life and being able to progress in
Glanbia. Many thanks to Mrs. Mary Birch for organising
this very informative workshop that helps our LCA
students aim to achieve their potential and set plans in
place that will mean they flourish in their chosen career. 

Visit from Alan Mooney former LCA student in CMJ

Our last week of our walking group around the Crag in
Grange took place last Thursday after four successful
weeks. Thanks to all who took part and Pat & crew in the
canteen for providing the refreshments after. Looking
forward to doing it again sometime in the Spring. Some of
our participants pictured on the right. 

Anxiety Webinar 
Our anxiety webinar for parents took place on Monday 6th of
December with Michelle O’Brien, Counsellor & Psychologist. Michelle
provided some useful tips and techniques in dealing with anxiety in
teenagers. Thanks to all who tuned in on the night and
representatives from The Parents Association for their input

Christmas Cookery Demonstration
Our Christmas Cookery Demonstration took place the 15th of December ,
parents were shown some festive favourites, from mince pies to chocolate
logs. Thanks to Eadáoin Walsh for a mouth-watering display & all the
parents who joined online.  

Working with the Parents
Association & HSCL we look forward
to having a webinar hosted by An
Garda Síochána on substance abuse
& cyber safety early in the new year.  



Stand Up Awareness Week
Stand Up Awareness Week is an annual campaign run by BeLonG To Youth Services, which gives second-
level schools and other youth services, the opportunity to celebrate and recognise their LGBTI+
community. Colaiste Mhuire were proud to play their part in this campaign and to ensure that our school
is an inclusive school. Our students and staff took part in activities to create awareness and promote
acceptance of all.  Our junior students made rainbow paper chains with positive affirmations and, also
wrote positive messages on rainbow flags – both of which were displayed around the school for all to see
and read. Our senior students participated in a workshop run by Ossory Youth Kilkenny, where they
discussed LGBTI+ terminology, stereotyping, acceptance, and much more. Our staff wore wristbands to
show their support and non-acceptance of bullying. We also held an information stand at lunchtime for
the entire school community, the purpose of which was to create awareness and acceptance. It was a
very successful week, and we look forward to building on it for next year.



The design was the backbone of our garden as it included flowers with textures and colours,
which would remain in bloom throughout the school year. We have also included herbs which
are both useful and decorative. Ms. Clarke managed the project and with the help of Ollie and
his van brought the plants from the Garden Centre and sowed them promptly with the help of
Mr. Marnell and the LCA classes. Mr. Marnell’s direction and advice on planting was invaluable
to the various students who helped plant spring bulbs in the sensory garden and in various
pots in our courtyard. We would like to thank everyone who helped us in any way. We are
incredibly pleased with the results of our challenging work and are confident that our sensory
garden will benefit the wellbeing of our students and staff for years to come. The creation and
construction of our sensory garden was a combined effort by Ms Healy, Ms. Murphy, three
students from 5th year LCA, John Phillips, Curtis Walsh and Charlie Brennan, we are thankful to
our sponsors Joe Brennan of Brennan Fencing and Brendan Sherman of B&N Contracting. Also,
a special mention to Mr Challoner for making the raised beds which took many hours, Mr Lacey
and Mr Walsh that also helped. Finally, Ms Clarke deserves a big mention for the tremendous
amount of effort and commitment during the completion of the project.   

Sensory Garden

An act of kindness from the Leaving Cert
class of 2021 to the Leaving Cert class of
2022
Laura Cleere and Adam Walsh from last
years Debs committee donated over €1000
euro to this year debs committee
represented by Aoibheann Bergin
The money was raised last year through a
variety of fundraisers in the hope that the
class of 2021 could hold their Debs. Due to
covid restrictions it never came to pass so
the students kindly handed over the funds
to this years students. 
We wish them well in their plans to have a
Debs ball this year.

 

Act Of Kindness



In November a group of us TY’s went on a drama trip to the city of Belfast. The drama we have
covered this year is called ‘Across the Barricades’. Ms McElwee and Ms Buggy wanted us to learn more
about the history of the Troubles, and of Belfast where the drama is set. We went on this trip to get a
better understanding of the Troubles, partition, and the communities of Protestants and Catholic
often divided in the North of Ireland. We set off bright and early on Monday morning at 6.45am from
the school. On the way up we stopped in a shop to break up the 3 and a half hour-long journey. As we
neared the border, our bus driver Bart gave us a brief description of how the border works/worked
and told us the significance of the places we passed through. Our first stop on this trip was the
Titanic Museum. The museum was built on the site of the former ‘Harland and Wolff shipyard’, where
the original Titanic was built. The museum told the story of the Titanic, through her construction and
launch, to its maiden voyage and its successive place in history. This museum fascinated us with its
life-sized replicas of rooms on the titanic and we had a lot of fun with the interactive activities. After
some lunch, we hopped back on the bus and were joined by a tour guide called Deirdre (or Dee). She
guided us around the city, showing us ‘the Falls Road’ murals, painted by the Catholics, and Dee
talked to us about her childhood and what growing up in the crossfire of the opposing sides was like.
We crossed on foot from Falls Road into Shankhill through the wrought iron gates which Deirdre told
us closed at night-time for the protection of both sides. We left Deirdre back in the city Centre, where
our lovely teachers let us off for some free time to get something to eat and go for a spot of
shopping.... The last stop of the day was the Holiday Inn Hotel. We checked into our rooms and got
ready for dinner. The menu for dinner included 3 courses and the food was served buffet-style. Most
people got chicken curry and rice followed by some chocolate fudge cake! We all finished off the
night with a little singsong...... In the morning we got breakfast where we filled ourselves up with
another delicious buffet of treats, before then heading to the Ulster Museum. This museum was new
and modern, and we all enjoyed getting to see the art gallery and the old Army uniforms in the
section covering the Troubles. We finished off the tour in the giftshop where we bought some 

TY Drama trip to Belfast

LCA trip to the Gaiety Theatre
On Tuesday 30th Nov our two LCA classes boarded a bus to Dublin to The Gaiety
Theatre to see the Christmas Panto 'The Little Mermaid'. The trip was a key assignment
for their Drama class and a great way to get us into the festive spirit. The production
was just superb with amazing actors, outstanding singers and spectacular sets. We
were truly mesmerized from beginning to end. 



Written by Georgie Holland and Coaimhe Doheny (TY) 

souvenirs to bring home. Last, but not least, we went to the old Crumlin gaol which
was remarkably interesting. We got an insight into the life of a prisoner in the early
1900s. The cells we visited were virtually untouched since they were last used, and the
architecture of the gaol was something to remember! The final stop was for some
food in the city Centre before we made our way home to our lovely CMJ, arriving back
at half 7, tired after our long fun-packed few days of living the Belfast life...! Thanks to
our teachers Ms McElwee, Ms Buggy and Mr Corcoran for organising the trip and for
helping us to learn more about the history of our country! of body text



Student Council-Giving everyone a voice 
The Student Council has for a long time been an integral part of Coláiste Mhuire. This year adhering
to Covid safety guidelines, the Council Reps in varying groupings met weekly. The aim of the
meetings is to check in with Reps, give them the chance to voice the concerns of their classes and
then bring these concerns to management. The senior Reps have been checking in with the new
First Years since their arrival in August, giving them friendly tips for success and contentment,
based on their own experience. They recently ran a Christmas Wellbeing Jumper competition for
them. Some amazing creations and powerful wellbeing messages are hanging in the hall. Maith
sibh!  
This year's First Year's Reps are now on board and will embrace school spirit, show responsibility,
leadership and initiative. They will represent the voice of their fellow First Years. Fáilte go; Ricardo,
Syesha, Harry, Ellie, Óisin, Lauren, Éanna and Cara. These students will promote the interests of the
school, along with our other very capable 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th LCA, 6th, 6th LCA Year Council
members. 
This year in 6th Year leadership we have Karina (Chair), Lucy (Vice-chair), Jessica, Jomar, Tamara
(PRO). Secretaries for the 2021/2022 Council are Kea Flores and Emma Crosby. 
Gúimid Nollaig Shona do chách. Tá súil againn go mbeidh Nollaig shábháilte agus suaimhneach
agaibh go léir. 

 

Transition year Swimming
Ms McAlwee arranged swimming lessons for our Transition Year students in November/December as
part of their TY/PE classes. There are many benefits to swimming including, teaches water safety,
provides physical exercise, aids cardiovascular health, strengthens lung capacity, builds muscles and
many more 



2nd Year Hurling

Colaiste Mhuire enjoyed a great victory in their first Leinster school's league match of the
year where they played Abbey Community College in Johnstown. From the start Colasite
Mhuire would dominate the game with first half goals scored by Cian Donnelly (2), Jimmy
Whyte (2) and Eoin Delaney (2).The team demonstrated a high standard of work rate and
hunger throughout the match. This was clearly highlighted through Jimmy Whyte's second
goal where the ball was cleverly worked between Eoin Delaney to Declan Teehan to Jimmy
Whyte, who finished the play with a strong strike to the net. In midfield, Ross Deggan and
Eoghan Sumner worked tirelessly, turning over ball and delivering with quality into the
Colaiste Mhuire forwards. Colaiste Mhuire backs were on top form all game. From early on
they successfully prevented Abbey from getting a foothold in the game. Lorcan Burke, Oisin
Quinlan and Aaron Dwyer performed manfully, showcasing good support play. Colaiste
Mhuire will play Borris VS in Round 2 in the New Year.  Colaiste Mhuire Johnstown - 11-21,
Abbey Community School - 3-02 

1st  Year Hurling

CMJ's 1st year Hurling team that travelled to Castlecomer to play them  on Friday 19th
November. It was a very competitive game and the Johnstown lads won by 3 pts on a scoreline
of Coláiste Mhuire 3-11 to Castlecomer 1-14



1st & 2nd Year Camogie

Our 1st & 2nd year camogie team that attended a blitz in Kilkenny, the girls had an excellent
day and performed extremely well. The CMJ team won 3 matches and reached the semi-final.
Well done to all involved. 

2nd Year Football
Coláiste Mhuire's second year football team, pictured after playing Clonaslee in their last
leagus match. The game took place on the school field  on the 7th of December, the day
storm Barra arrived. It wasn't a day for sport but still the Johnstown team produces some
excellent football, CMJ were winners on a scoreline of 4-3 to 0-2 and they move on to the
knockout stage of the competition

Senior Hurling
Senior Hurling Championship:    CMJ v St Fergal’s Rathdowney  Wednesday, 8th December 2021 
CMJ 1.14 : 2.08  St Fergal’s 
Congratulations to our Senior Hurling Panel & Team Management on today's 1.14 : 2.08 victory over
neighbours St Fergal's Rathdowney. Conditions were cold & windy, with CMJ against the breeze in the
1st half.  Fergal's started the brighter leading 1.04:0.03 @ 1st water-break & 2.07:0.06 @ half-time. 
 Cody Comerford (Harps), Charlie Brennan (Lisdowney) & Damien Corbett (Gortnahoe) were keeping
the Johnstown lads in touch from frees & play with chances scarce. CMJ got the start we needed in
the 3rd quarter, with Corbett's impressive 1.02 from play crucial to narrowing the gap to 2.08:1.10 by
the 2nd water-break. Points from play by Tomas Sharkey (Fenians) & Alex Burke (Emeralds) were
added to by Corbett to close out the 3 point win, while our backs shut out the Laois men in the final
quarter.  Padraig O'Grady (Fenians), Conor Donnelly (St Lachtains), Gearoid Phelan (Galmoy), Kieran
Cleere & Darragh Queally (Emeralds) making vital contributions at key stages while others also
played their part. Thanks to Fenians GAA for the use of their field, the many parents + supporters
who braved the weather & referee John McCormack. Best of Luck in the knock-out phase of the
Leinster Colleges B Championship in January where CMJ as group winners meet the 2nd place team
from Castlecomer CS, Mountrath CS & Tullamore CBS. 






